The Historic Huntsville Quarterly
Volume 6

Number 4

Article 1

6-21-1980

from the Editor
Linda Bayer

Follow this and additional works at: https://louis.uah.edu/historic-huntsville-quarterly
Part of the Historic Preservation and Conservation Commons, and the History Commons

Recommended Citation
Bayer, Linda (1980) "from the Editor," The Historic Huntsville Quarterly: Vol. 6: No. 4, Article 1.
Available at: https://louis.uah.edu/historic-huntsville-quarterly/vol6/iss4/1

This Editor's Note is brought to you for free and open access by LOUIS. It has been accepted for inclusion in The
Historic Huntsville Quarterly by an authorized editor of LOUIS.

from the Editor
One of the determents to preservation activity in Alabama, is the
absence of statewide enabling legislation authorizing the establishment of
local preservation commissions and historic districts . Currently each
municipality desiring to designate. districts and set up a design review
board must draft its own local legislation— which can prove a hardship for
small towns and rural areas.
Last spring the Alabama Trust submitted a bill to the. state. legis
lature that would create such statewide, enabling legislation but later with
drew it to allow time for improvements. Since then a group of preserva
tionists from across the state have formed a committee to draw up a new bill
to be reintroduced in early 1981.
The proposed bill must address several important concerns to be
successful. Many of the state's significant properties ar e located in rural
ar eas that lack legal controls such as zoning, planning commissions, and
building permits. Another concern is that some counties and smaller towns
may not have residents with the necessary architectural and/or historical
knowledge to make sound judgments on requests normally brought before design
review boards. It is vital that these problems be resolved by the proposed
legislation so that Alabama's historic districts and sites maintain a high
standard and are a credit to the state's preservation program.
The committee is examining the most recent preservation enabling
legislation enacted by other states, as well as model bills provided by the
National. Trust, in order to produce a bill for Alabama that will be general
enough to satisfy varying local conditions yet Mill provide sufficient
guidance to ensure that equally high criteria for the conservation of his
toric properties are met throughout the state.

COVER PHOTO: These are four of
the houses that were erected, on
Monte Sano during the 1920s and
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